EYE, EAR, NOSE AND THROAT 
is at McBumey’s point. Delbet thinks the 
reason for this usual tenderness at McBumey’s 
point is secondary infection of the inter-iieo- 
cecal glands. 

It is rare that a first attack of appendicitis 
perforates. This is not the first attack in this 
case. The present attack began suddenly 
night before last at 11:30 o’clock, and he en¬ 
tered the hospital yesterday noon, when the 
best treatment was instituted, viz: rest diet 
■ce, with the usual effect-relief. Last'nigh i 
without imprudence, with no cessation from 
the above named treatment, the patient was 


seized with a new violent attack. It is now 
relieved. This is the symptom—return of 
the pain in the form of a .crisis, in spite cl 
treatment—-which makes me.give the diag¬ 
nosis of perforation. 

Delbet then cites several similar cases, and 
discusses the leucocyte count, and the uroo-r 
time to operate in case there is no perforation 
concluding that it is better to wait usually til! 
the interval. The factor that determines when 
the attack has subsided is the return of the 
temperature to normal. Operation revealed a 
perforated appendix. 

(W. A. B.) 


EYE, EAR, NOSE AND THROAT 


HEMORRHAGE FOLLOWING QUINSY 

Ligation of Common Carotid Artery- Re 
“very- With a Study of Fifty-one Cases o 
Hemorrhage in Connection with Pharvngea 
Suppurations. By James E. Newcomb. M D. 
, York City, m London Journal of Larym- 
ology, Rhmology , and Otology. June, 1908 

Dr. Newcomb reports case of stout,’ pleth¬ 
oric German, aged 55. Good liver, and free 
consumer of alcohol. Vessels showed distinct 
arteno sclerosis. No renal trouble. Had nu¬ 
merous quinsies extending over period of -10 

pTz ™ Pr , eVi ° US attaCk f ° r ten >' cars - Dn 
reb. 3 1908, had an attack affecting both ton¬ 
sils. On Feb. 6 pointing was observed far 
out 111 soft palate on left side, which was in¬ 
cised by Dr. McBarron. At a depth of 3-8 of 
an inch a cavity was entered, and a drachm of 
pus voided. Thirty-six hours later bleeding 
recurred from incision distinctly arterial in 
color. Dr. Newcomb was called in with Dr 
McBarron, and the cavity packed with gauze 
dipped in aceto-tartrate of alum. Bleeding did 
not recur for thirty-six hours, but was more 


persistent and increased in amount. Packing 
and ice internally and externally did not con¬ 
trol the hemorrhage and resort was had to li¬ 
gation of the left common carotid. Bleeding 
ceased instantly and never returned. Patient 
made good recovery and there was no dis- 
turbance of cerebration. 

He reports fifty additional cases from the 
literature. There were eleven cases of spon¬ 
taneous opening of the abscess, followed by 
immediate hemorrhage with seven deaths and 
four recoveries. In all four recoveries liga¬ 
tion of common carotid was resorted to. In 
the seven fatal cases no operation was done 
The cause of the fatal hemorrhage in each 
case was ulceration of internal carotid. 

There were fifteen cases of spontaneous 
openings of the abscess with secondary hem¬ 
orrhage, followed by eight deaths and seven 
recoveries. In the eight fatal cases there was 
no operation. In the seven recoveries there 
were four ligations. 

There were seven cases of abscess opened 
by incision with immediate hemorrhage 
which were followed by four deaths and three 
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recoveries. In the fatal cases two had the 
common carotid ligated. In one the fatal 
hemorrhage occurred on the 28th day in the 
other the ligature did not control the hemor¬ 
rhage. In the three recovered cases ligation 
was performed in two. 

There were eight cases of abscess opened by 
incision followed by secondary hemorrhage, 
with four fatalities and four recoveries. In 
the four fatal cases there was ligation of the 
common carotid in three. In the four recov¬ 
ered cases hemorrhage was controlled by ice, 
rest and packing without ligation. 

In five cases of hemorrhage following retro¬ 
pharyngeal abscess there were two deaths and 
three recoveries. In the three recoveries there 
were two ligations and none in the two fatal 
cases. 

There were three cases of hemorrhage in 
connection with scarlatinal suppuration, with 
one death and two recoveries. No operation 


in fatal case: ligation of common carotid in 
one of the recovered cases. 

There were two cases of gangrenous ton- 
silitis with spontaneous opening and death in 
both cases. No operation was done. 

Of the 51 cases reported there were 23 re¬ 
coveries and 28 deaths, a mortality rate of 
54.9 per cent. The common carotid was li¬ 
gated 16 times with 11 recoveries and five 
deaths. The external and internal carotid 
were ligated once and the external, internal 
and common carotid were ligated once, with 
recovery in both cases. 

Autopsy records were given in thirteen 
cases. The bleeding came from the external 
carotid in two, ascending pharyngeal in one, 
"carotid” in one, lingual in one, at the bifur¬ 
cation in one, facial in one. The other cases 
were from internal carotid. In ten cases 
in which no autopsy was held the blood was 
supposed to come from internal carotid. 

(M. M. C.) 


BOOK REVIEW 


A Text-Book of Minor Surgery. By Edward 
Milton Foote, A.M., M.D., Instructor in 
Surgery, College of Physicians and Sur¬ 
geons (Columbia University); Lecturer on 
Surgery, New York Polyclinic Medical 
School, etc. 

This book, as its name indicates, is not in¬ 
tended to cover the field of surgery, but to 
give to the working practitioner a condensed 
and modem understanding of the more com¬ 
mon surgical conditions he will be called upon 
to attend. The work does not confine itself to 
the treatment of the lesser ailments, but gives 
a brief synopsis of the clinical manifestations 
of many diseases heretofore found only in 
larger and more exhaustive works on surgery. 


It touches very briefly on all of the practical 
branches; Gynecology is given about five pages 
and the subjects discussed are Old Lacerations 
of the Perineum, Prolapse of the Uterus, Fis¬ 
tula of the Vagina, Adhesions of the Clitoris, 
Imperforate Hymen and Stenosis of the Cer¬ 
vix. Diseases of the Rectum, Genito-Urinarv 
Organs and Dermatology are each discussed 
very briefly from the surgeon's viewpoint. 

The book offers no pathology and presents 
no new material. It abounds in photographs 
taken from the author’s extensive practice, 
which are valuable in fixing ideas of patho¬ 
logical conditions. The chapter on bandaging 
is especially to be commended. The useless 
repetition found all through the work we hope 
will be corrected in future editions. 

(P. B.) 



